GUIDELINES AND ELECTION CALENDAR FOR CANDIDATES

CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

MAY 2, 2026
1.) QUALIFICATIONS to be a candidate for City Councilmember are that the person:

Be a qualified voter; at least 18 years of age; have not been determined mentally incompetent by a final judgment of a court; have not been finally convicted of a felony from which the person has not been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disabilities; shall have resided continuously in the State for 12 months and in the City Single Member District from which he seeks election for 6 months immediately preceding the date of the regular filing deadline for a candidate’s application for a place on the ballot.

2.) FILING PERIOD:  Begins January 14, 2026 – Ends February 13, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
An application for a place on the ballot must be filed with the City Clerk not later than 5:00 p.m. of the 78th day before election day.  An application may not be filed earlier than the 30th day before the date of the filing deadline.  (Election Code 143.007)  (Deadline for write-in candidates to file declarations of write-in candidacy is February 17, 2026 5:00 p.m. – Election Code Sec. 146.054.)
3.)  Eligibility:   Members must be a qualified voter in the City; be a resident of the district from which election is sought for at least six months prior to the election; and continue to reside in that district while representing it.
4.) No filing fee is required.

5.) Every candidate for election to a municipal office and every political committee in any such election shall designate a campaign treasurer by written appointment to be filed with the City Clerk. A candidate may appoint himself as the campaign treasurer. (Forms for Campaign Treasurer Designation will be furnished by the City Clerk.)

No contribution shall be accepted nor any expenditure made by a candidate until the candidate has filed the name of his/her campaign treasurer with the City Clerk.

6.) The section of the Texas Election Code pertaining to campaign contributions and expenditures and forms for filing will be furnished to each candidate and Campaign Finance Reports will be due in accordance with provisions contained in this section of the Code. (A schedule has been prepared for you and is included in this folder.)

7.) February 20, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. attend drawing to determine order of names of candidates on ballot.  Located on the 2nd floor of City Hall in the City Council Chambers. 
8.) April 20, 2026, Early voting begins in the office building located at 304 East Ferguson Street (northeast corner of the intersection of North Spring Avenue and East Ferguson Street) and continues daily Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. through April 28, 2026. (Location is subject to change.)

9.) May 2, 2026, is Election Day.  Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at locations TBA.

10.) The City Council will canvass returns and declare results of the City Council Election on one of the following dates:  May 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 2026.  This is in accordance with Section 67.003 of the Texas Election Code, which supersedes the City Charter provisions, and provides that each local canvassing authority shall convene to conduct the local canvass not earlier than the third day or later than the eleventh day after Election day at the time set by the canvassing authority’s presiding officer.

11.) Those candidates receiving a majority of the votes cast at the election can be sworn in on the date of the canvass.

12.) ORDERING RUNOFF ELECTION – If a Runoff Election is needed, the City Council can call the Runoff Election on the day of the canvass, but not later than the fifth day after the date the final canvass of the main election is completed. (Election Code Sec. 2.024)

13.) RUNOFF ELECTION DAY – A Runoff Election shall be held TBD by the Secretary of States Office (Election Code Sec. 2.025) 

14.) CAMPAIGN SIGNS – BE SURE TO INFORM YOUR CAMPAIGN WORKERS THAT POLITICAL ADVERTISING CANNOT BE PLACED ON PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OR UTILITY POLES. THEY MUST BE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.

15.) CAMPAIGN MATERIALS- PER CITY POLICY 2-44 SECTION D: IMAGES OWNED AND COPYRIGHTED BY THE CITY OF TYLER AND ESPECIALLY THOSE DEPICTING CITY EMPLOYEES’ MAY NOT BE USED IN CAMPAIGN MATERIALS AS THIS WOULD VIOLATE THE PROVISION THAT EMPLOYEES SHALL NOT IN ANY MANNER CONTRIBUTE MONEY, TIME OR OTHER VALUABLE THING TO ANY PERSON FOR CITY ELECTION PURPOSES

16.) CAMPAIGN STAFF- NO CITY EMPLOYEE MAY SERVE AS CAMPAIGN STAFF, LOBBY ON BEHALF OF A CANDIDATE, SOLICIT SUBSCRIPTION, CONTRIBUTION OR POLITICAL SERVICE ON BEHALF OF CANDIDATES, OR SEEK TO HOLD AN APPOINTATIVE OR ELECTIVE OFFICE WHILE IN SERVICE OF THE CITY, PER THE POLICY CITED ABOVE. 
     TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION 

Office Hours:

   Monday through Friday, 8am-5pm

Phone Numbers:

   Main Number: 512-463-5800

   TDD: 1-800-735-2989

Mailing Address:

   P.O. Box 12070

   Austin, TX, 78711-2070

Physical Address:

   Sam Houston Bldg.

   201 East 14th St., 10th Floor

   Austin, TX 78701

Email Addresses:

 Filer Documents Delivery:

   affidavits@ethics.state.tx.us 
   treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us 
   formsecurity@ethics.state.tx.us
SECRETARY OF STATE

Elections and Voter Information
Phone Numbers

1 (800) 252-VOTE (8683)

(512) 463-5650
In person: Elections Division, James E. Rudder Bldg., 1019 Brazos St., Austin, TX 78701

By mail: Elections Division, P.O. Box 12060, Austin, TX 78711-2060

By fax: (512) 475-2811

By email: elections@sos.texas.gov 

SMITH COUNTY ELECTIONS

Location: 

302 E. Ferguson St.
Tyler, Texas 75702

(903) 590-4777
scelections@smith-county.com 

CITY CLERK, CASSANDRA BRAGER

PO BOX 2039

212 N BONNER AVE

TYLER, TEXAS 75702

903-531-1106

CITYCLERK@TYLERTEXAS.COM
